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Path of Travel

§35.151(b)(4)

What the ADA says…

An alteration that affects or could affect the usability
of or access to an area of a facility that contains a 
primary function shall be made so as to ensure that, 
to the maximum extent feasible, the path of travel to 
the altered area and the restrooms, telephones and 
drinking fountains serving the altered area are readily 
accessible to and usable by individuals with 
disabilities, including individuals who use wheelchairs, 
unless the cost and scope of such alterations is 
disproportionate to the cost of the overall alteration.



Path of Travel
What it means…

When you alter a Primary Function Area in a 
building, and that alteration affects usability, an 
accessible Path of Travel is required to that area, up 
to the point it is not disproportionate.

§35.151(b)(4)



• Alteration

• Affecting Usability

• Primary Function (PFA)

• Path of Travel (PoT)

• Disproportionality

KEY TERMS



What is a “Alteration” per ADA?

KEY TERMS:
Alteration

§106.5



What is a “Alteration” per ADA?

KEY TERMS:
Alteration

§106.5

An Alteration is a change to a building or facility that 
affects or could affect the usability of the building or facility 
or portion thereof. Alterations include, but are not limited 
to, remodeling, renovation, rehabilitation, reconstruction, 
historic restoration, resurfacing of circulation paths or 
vehicular ways, changes or rearrangement of the structural 
parts or elements, and changes or rearrangement in the 
plan configuration of walls and full-height partitions. 
Normal maintenance, reroofing, painting or wallpapering, 
or changes to mechanical and electrical systems are not 
alterations unless they affect the usability of the building or 
facility.



What is a “affecting usability”?

KEY TERMS:
Affecting Usability



What is a “affecting usability”?

KEY TERMS:
Affecting Usability

As per US Access Board; the term affecting usability 
often means the work (even if it is maintenance) 
involving elements or spaces covered by the 
standards.  For example, if you’re installing a new 
HVAC system; that wouldn’t necessarily require 
compliance with the standards.  However, if the new 
HVAC system involves installing new thermostats, then 
the new thermostats will need to comply.



What is a “Primary Function”?

KEY TERMS:
Primary Function

§35.151(b)(4)(i)



What is a “Primary Function”?

KEY TERMS:
Primary Function

§35.151(b)(4)(i)

A Primary Function is a major activity for which the 
facility is intended. Areas that contain a primary 
function include, but are not limited to, the dining 
area of a cafeteria, the meeting rooms in a conference 
center, as well as offices and other work areas in which 
the activities of the public entity using the facility are 
carried out.



Primary Function

What is a Primary Function in a School?



Primary Function Areas 
(PFA)

Typical and Specialized Classrooms
Auditoriums / Gymatoriums
Gymnasiums, including Student Locker Rooms

Cafeterias
Offices and other work areas in which educational activities 
of the school are undertaken 

Nurses Office and Health Clinics
Rooftop Educational Spaces
Swimming Pools

Libraries
Playgrounds, Greenhouses and other outdoor Educational Spaces 
Athletic Fields  Field houses, including Bleachers and Student Locker Rooms



Not a Primary Function 
Area (PFA)

Mechanical / Electrical Rooms, Boiler Rooms and other MEP areas
Supply Storage Rooms
OSFNS Kitchens

Restrooms (unless included as part of a Student Locker Room)
Circulation Paths, including Entrances, Lobbies and Corridors
Janitorial Closets
Employee Lounges or Employee Locker Rooms



What is a “Path of Travel (PoT)”?

KEY TERMS:
Path of Travel (PoT)

§35.151(b)(4)



What is a “Path of Travel (PoT)”?

KEY TERMS:
Path of Travel (PoT)

§35.151(b)(4)

A Path of Travel is an unobstructed way of pedestrian passage by means of which 
the altered area may be approached, entered, and exited, and which connects 
the altered area with an exterior approach (including sidewalks, streets, and 
parking areas), an entrance to the facility, and other parts of the facility. 

An accessible path of travel may consist of walks and sidewalks, curb ramps and 
other interior or exterior pedestrian ramps; clear floor paths through lobbies, 
corridors, rooms, and other improved areas; parking access aisles; elevators and 
lifts; or a combination of these elements. 

The term "path of travel" also includes the restrooms, telephones, and drinking 
fountains serving the altered area.



What is a “Disproportionality”?

KEY TERMS:
Disproportionality

§35.151(b)(4)(iii)(A)



What is a “Disproportionality”?

KEY TERMS:
Disproportionality

§35.151(b)(4)(iii)(A)

“Alterations made to provide an accessible path of 
travel to the altered area will be deemed 
disproportionate to the overall alteration when the 
cost exceeds 20% of the cost of the alteration to the 
primary function area”.



What is a “Disproportionality”?

KEY TERMS:
Disproportionality

§35.151(b)(4)(iii)(A)

“Alterations made to provide an accessible path of 
travel to the altered area will be deemed 
disproportionate to the overall alteration when the 
cost exceeds 20% of the cost of the alteration to the 
primary function area”.

Above that 20% would make the additional cost 
of making the Path of Travel disproportionate to 
the value of the alteration.



3 SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO ASK:

Is this Project PoT 
applicable?

Does the project include work that affects the 
usability of, or access to a PFA?
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.

1.  



3 SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO ASK:

Is this Project PoT 
applicable?

Does the project include work that affects the 
usability of, or access to a PFA?
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.

1.  

2.  Is the project for a purpose other than specifically 
Program Accessibility (ADA §35.150).
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.



3 SIMPLE QUESTIONS TO ASK:

Does the project include work that affects the 
usability of, or access to a PFA?
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.

1.  

2.  

3.  

Is the project for a purpose other than specifically 
Program Accessibility (ADA §35.150).
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.

Does the Alteration (per ADA) affect, or could it 
affect, the usability of the facility or building or 
portion thereof?
If yes, continue.  If NO, do not continue.

Is this Project PoT 
applicable?



Projects that may trigger PoT requirements: 

• Projects that affect PF areas
• In an Addition Project, when a PF area is altered in the 

existing building, for reasons other than to provide 
Program Accessibility

• Room conversions that affect PF areas
• Rehabilitation or renovation of PF areas

Is this Project PoT 
applicable?



Projects that may NOT trigger PoT requirements: 

• Projects that do not affect PF areas
• New Buildings
• Full Program Accessibility projects (2010 ADA 

§35.150)
• Projects consisting of repairs/maintenance work, 

unless the work affects the usability of the element 
or space.

• Building Envelope projects
• MEP system replacement/upgrades.

Is this Project PoT 
applicable?



TOTAL
Construction 
Cost (L+M)

Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

- Allowable 
Deductions =

Net
Construction 

Cost

Net Construction Cost



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

1. Certain elements that the ADA does not deem alterations 
that affect or could affect the usability of, or access to an 
area containing a PF.

§35.151(b)(4)(i)(B)



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

1. Certain elements that the ADA does not deem alterations 
that affect or could affect the usability of, or access to an 
area containing a PF.

§35.151(b)(4)(i)(B)

These elements are:
– Windows, 
– Hardware, 
– Controls, 
– Electrical Outlets, and 
– Signage



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

2. Deduct what is not considered an “Alteration” (per ADA)§106.5



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

2. Deduct what is not considered an “Alteration” (per ADA)§106.5

This includes:
– Normal Maintenance, 
– Reroofing, 
– Painting, 
– Changes to the Mechanical 

or Electrical System

Unless they affect the usability of 
the building or facility.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

3. Deduct items that do not affect usability.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Allowable Deductions from the TOTAL Construction Cost: 

3. Deduct items that do not affect usability.

This may include items such as:
– Demolition, 
– Ceiling Installations, 
– Firestopping, 
– Etc…



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

20%
(Disproportionality)

Required 
PoT 

Expenditure

Net
Construction 

Cost
X =

Required PoT Expenditure



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

20%
(Disproportionality)

Required 
PoT 

Expenditure

Net
Construction 

Cost
X =

Required PoT Expenditure

Deductible 
Alteration 

Expenditures

Project 
PoT 

Obligation

Required PoT 
Expenditure - =

Project PoT Obligation



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Deductible Alteration Expenditures

These are the alterations that are already part of the project, 
that improve the accessible Path of Travel.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Deductible Alteration Expenditures

These are the alterations that are already part of the project, 
that improve the accessible Path of Travel.

Project costs associated 
with providing an 
accessible entrance and an 
accessible route to the 
altered area, for example, 
the cost of widening 
doorways or installing 
ramps.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Deductible Alteration Expenditures

These are the alterations that are already part of the project, 
that improve the accessible Path of Travel.

Project costs associated 
with making restrooms 
serving the PFA accessible, 
such as installing grab 
bars, enlarging toilet stalls, 
insulating pipes, or 
installing accessible faucet 
controls.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Deductible Alteration Expenditures

These are the alterations that are already part of the project, 
that improve the accessible Path of Travel.

Project costs associated 
with providing accessible 
telephones, such as 
relocating a telephone to an 
accessible height or 
installing amplification 
devices on the PoT.



Calculating Path of Travel 
Obligation

Deductible Alteration Expenditures

These are the alterations that are already part of the project, 
that improve the accessible Path of Travel.

Project costs associated 
with relocating an 
inaccessible drinking 
fountain on the PoT.



If an area containing a primary function has been 
altered without providing an accessible path of travel 
to that area, and subsequent alterations of that area, 
or a different area on the same path of travel, are 
undertaken within three years of the original 
alteration, the cost of alterations to the primary 
function areas on that path of travel during the 
preceding three year period shall be considered in 
determining whether the cost of making that path of 
travel accessible is disproportionate.

Prior Projects

§35.151(b)(4)(v)(B)(1)



TOTAL PoT Obligation

Total PoT 
Obligation

Prior Project(s) 
PoT Obligation + =

TOTAL PoT Obligation (Prior and Current Project)

Current Project 
PoT Obligation



Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;

§35.151(b)(4)(iv)(B)



Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;
(2) An accessible route to the altered area;

§35.151(b)(4)(iv)(B)



Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;
(2) An accessible route to the altered area;
(3) At least one accessible restroom for each sex or a single 

unisex restroom on the Path of Travel;

§35.151(b)(4)(iv)(B)



Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;
(2) An accessible route to the altered area;
(3) At least one accessible restroom for each sex or a single 

unisex restroom on the Path of Travel;
(4) Accessible telephones on the Path of Travel;
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Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;
(2) An accessible route to the altered area;
(3) At least one accessible restroom for each sex or a single 

unisex restroom on the Path of Travel;
(4) Accessible telephones on the Path of Travel;
(5) Accessible drinking fountains on the Path of Travel, and;
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Path of Travel Priority

Which accessible elements should be provided?
The PRIORITY is:

(1) An accessible entrance to the building;
(2) An accessible route to the altered area;
(3) At least one accessible restroom for each sex or a single 

unisex restroom on the Path of Travel;
(4) Accessible telephones on the Path of Travel;
(5) Accessible drinking fountains on the Path of Travel, and;
(6) When possible, additional accessible elements such as 

parking, storage and alarms, on the Path of Travel.

§35.151(b)(4)(iv)(B)



Why?

Why is it important to provide an 
accessible Path of Travel?



Why?

1. Incremental Accessibility.

2. Accessibility is not solely provided for 
wheelchair users.



Where to find the 
Standard?

EmploymentTitle I

TITLE II

Title IV

Title V

Title III

State and Local Governments

Public Accommodations

Telecommunications

Miscellaneous Provisions



T:\sca_stds\Codes\DOJ_ADA

Where to find the 
Standard?



T:\sca_stds\Codes\DOJ_ADA Page 7

Where to find the 
Standard?



Path of Travel Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report

$20,072 $29,305

$21,000 $30,660

(1.46x unloaded cost)



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel
Report



Path of Travel Scoping 
Guidelines



Path of Travel 
Scoping 
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Path of Travel 
Scoping 
Guidelines



Path of Travel 
Scoping 
Guidelines



Path of Travel 
Scoping 
Guidelines



Thank You!

Questions?
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